ROBO WARS

Robotics teams set to compete
SEE PAGE 5
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Art from the heart

Higgins
Ceormiriu mﬂg% directar
Walk the halls of any school in
Hyria City Schools and you are
instantly transported to the most
delightful of art galleries,
Crayola scenes depict fiendhy
peoiple and spaces that were
inspired by the Imaginatdon of the
artisis.

Constriction-paper people prac-
Hieally leap off the wwalls with thelr
bemdy imbe, tangible hatr and
wide toothy grins,

Bold, masterful drewings, paint-
ings and sculprures, or three-di-
mensional displays, drew the eye
and Inspire wonder with thedr
beauty and brilliance.

The many pleces of art that
line the walls of the dsssmoms
and the halls of the schools conld
easlly find new homes in the most
sophisticated of museums,

Art is poweriul. Its avess=l for
the imagination and creathivity ofa
child.

InMarch, the district celebrated
anatonal movernent — Youth A
Month (YAM) — torecognize the
impact of art and art education in
schools,

Bvery day in Marnch a new wiork

of art was displayed on the districtis

social media sites, and the shndents

who created the pleces were touted

= the YAM Artsts of the Day.

Yo'l find this virtual gallery on

Facebook!ElyrlaCitySchoaols and Artwork created by Lydia, Westwood Middle School, grade eight.
Twi tter/ElyriaSchools.

With only 31 days to work within  for¥outh Art Month here in the is student art. Watch for the new
March, there's no way to fullyrep-  pages of Ploneer Press district calendar in April but until
resent the thousands of art pleces we're also planning & special them, check out the samples here
our students have created botyon  themse for the districts anmial of the amezing wark by Ebyriss
can see many of the submisions school calendar and that theme young arilsts,

Welcome
home!

l.l;f Higgiins
Communications director

Elyria Schools will roll out the
welcome mat for families and
communiity members of Ebria
on Sanardey, Aprll 2, durng a dis-
trict-wide Open House event.

The neww schools of Bastern
Hedghts, Bly, Hamilton, Mort wiood
and Westwood will be open for vis-
s and tours from 9 e.m. to noon

*The community provided us
with snch wonderfinl bulldings and
we just hapen't been able to do this
yetduae to the pandemic),” said
Superintendent Ann Schloss “The
bulldings will be open for threes
hours for the entre communliy
to wisie. We're really enocited aboat
finally bedng able o do this”

The open howkses from 9 a.m. to
Moonwill take place at:

B Bastern Helghts Campus, 528
Garford Ave,

® Ely Elementary Schiool, 312 Gulf
Road.

® Hamilton Elementary School,
1215 Middle Are.

m Northwood Campus, 570 Abbe
FRoad MNorth,

B Westwood Campus, 42350 Adel-
bert 5t

Visltors can look forward to
cookles and punch, balloons and
actvitles at each site and the
opportunity tolelsurely tour the
Inspiring leaming spaces of the
new schools,

For more information, please
contact the Communications
Office af 440-284-8205 or email
askiebyriaschools.org,

Spe photos of the schools
an Page 12

SEE MORE ARTWORK
ON PAGES & AND 7
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New beginnings for Elyria Schools

The days are getting langer.
The alr, while stil crisp, hints at
Warmer emperatires o come.

The first signs of spring are
here. And with it, the final months
af schoiol.

[t hardly seems possible. 5o
mitch has transpired since the
first dary of school In Sepre mbier.

After introducing three nen
schoal buildings last year, the dis-
rict kicked off the 2021-22 schiool
year opening an additional baild-
ing, Eastern Helghts Campus, as
yet another — Westwood Campus
— walted in the wings.

Oin January 3, 2022, Westwood
Elementary and Wesiwood MMiddle
studenits proadly walked the halls
af the new Westwood Campus for
the first ime.

With the brand-new schoals
complete, Ebyda Schools will host
a community-wide open house
eventon Aprll 2, ghing resl-
dents the chance o tour the new
schoals

Yo can read all aboot this
event on Page 1.

Oine plece of the puzzle has
remalned: preschool The distrct
aiffers twio sites for preschoal, the
Elyria Bardy Chil dhood Village
(EECV ), located near Westwood
Campus in Elyria Township, and
Hamilton Elementary, a preschoo
program for residents of Hamil-
boms atiendance area.

EECW 1= home to hundreds of
stdents, ages three and four, and
provides AM and PM half-day
programs. The school cumently
resldes at 42101 Griswold Raad,
sharing the space with the main
administration center of Elyrla
Scheols,

Mext fall. EECV's preschool
smdents will relocate to beanti-
fully rencvated classrcoms and
spaces in the fommer Cresowood
Elementary school nes door io
Westwood Campus.

Ifyou have a child that will
turn 3 o 5 years old by S=pt 30,

ANN SCHLOSS
now is the time to resemve your
chilld’s spaot in Ebyrias preschioal

and kindergarien programs Much

more about this on Page 4.

[tis truly an exciting time for
Elyria’s sindents, parenis and
staff. [t's also exeiting for commu-
niry members, who have shown
unwavering suppart for the
growth and advancement of the
district.

The past two years haven't
besen without their challenges,
given the unforhinate reality that
COVID has pressnted.

e wish to extend our sincer-
est appreciation wo the students,
parents and staff members who
have bravely weathered the mamy
changes and challenges that the
pandemic has presented since

March 202,

On tha Wab

This year the district launched
a brand- new website chock full of
information.

We encourage families to find
us orline at www.elyriaschools.
org, and on our marry social
media platfomms.

We're continuously updating
niews and Information o kesp
families abreast of the many
encling activitles and events In
the Hyria Schools.

We encourage communicy
members to each ot o us with
questlons or concerns, and we've
created an emall address for gen-
eral inquiries at askéelyria
schools.org.

If you are a parent seeking
or sharing specific iInformation
aboutyour student of Elyria
Schools, please reach out directy
to your childs home school, Yo'l
find afull directory of schools

anline at wwwelyriaschoalsorng.

As we klck off a new, fresh year
in the Ehyria 5chonls, we look for-
ward to welcoming a new gener-
atlon of learners. Reglstering has
never been easier thanks o the
online enrcllment process on the
districts website, Simply find the
“Enrcl]l” tab and follow the cues
to the 2022-23 enrollment forms
online.

1f technology isn't readily avall-
able, or if you prefer a one-on-one
experlence, our registrars are here
to help,

Please call the Elyria Schools
Central Registration Office at
{440 284-a8220 to schedule an
appointment.

e hope to see you on April
2 during the communlty apen
house events at your neighboring
schools. Thank you for support-
Ing the students and staff of Elyria
Schonls!

Arn Soiioss B wpaﬂmﬂnr:
af Eria Sohoalk

CHAFRLEME HAATLEY

Madison bMoran,

a seventh-grads
gtuclent at Eastern
Heights Middle
Sohical, compsted
inthe Scripps
Regioral Sp=lling
Bes qualifying
match on March
10. Madison

rmade it thraugh
four rounds of
competition before
beimg elirminatsd.
This was Madison's
firat year competing
and she plara

to be back fora
rermatch nest year,
Congratu letions,
Madison, on your
accomplishment at
thia Besl

FUN WITH MAPS

Second-grade studsnts, staff and families gathered at Hamilton
Elemmeantary School to learn all about maps!
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We are the champions, my friends

Amy Higgins
Communications dirsctor

A group of athletes from Eastern
Helghits Middle School set aut this

year with two ambitious goals: Go
undefeated. Win the title.

They did both.

The elghih grade Boys Basket-
bl team of Eastern Helghts Mid-
dle has been the talk of the South-
western Conference { SWiC all

season long. Mot just for the team's

grit and sheer talent, but for the
Hayers’ shinw of sportsmanship
and the obvious bond they share
an and off the court.

*They come to praciice every
day and work hard,® Coach Paul
Skarvanek sald. "Some of them
hive been playing bhaskethall
ingether since they were In fourth
grade, which Is swesome. They
hawve a nataral bond.”

The team was unbeatable In
the regular sesson and shiowed
that same spirit in the conference
semifinals. On March 10, Eastern
Helghis went head 1o head with
Amherst unlor High School for
the conference title and won with
ascore of 51 to 39,

*Last years seventh grade team
came ane win away from the
championship and going unde-
feated for the whiole season. Thiy
lost in the champlonship game
last season,” Skorvanek sald. “We

The SWC Conference Championa Middle School Boya Baskstball Team pictured left to right: Gam Ball, Sonmer Lattea, Liam Suinn,
Artonio Pride, Jeeon Lattea, Ronddl Grimmett, Jozayah Smith, Coach Skoransk, Jacory Bradley, Jermiah Danisls and Tucker

K nappins.

set out this year to go undefeated
and win the championship in the
new conference to bong home the
title ta the new Eastern Halghts
buillding. They are the Mo, 1 seed.
*1t=s b=en a while since elghith
grade boys have won a tile n
thelr respective division,” he said.
*They came close last year bui
thie last time elghth grade finished
with a trophy was two years ago,
and they finished third in thelr

conference. This year we're hoping

for a litde bit more.®

They eamned li. Congratulations,
Eastern Heighis!

How will find coverage of the
Eastern Helghits elghth grade bas-
ketball team. and highlights from
the Conferance final, on Elyra
Schools’ PloneerTV YouTube at
bbb o bse, com S use of
TheElmiaSchools/ videos
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Elyria Girls soccer finds new coach

Amy Higgins coming back to the city where it
Cormmunications dirsstar all started.”
Al Is a graduate of Strongs-
The Elyria High Schoal Girds 8. . Y &8s
Soccer poogtarn has a newhegd  "lE High School where she
cnach: Alyssa Church. played soccer for four years She
Church is & teacher at North- contimed her soccer career in
swood Miskila Bchonl and & m- callege at Ohio Morthern Univer-

sonied soccer coach.
Asslsting Abyssa in this top spot

Is another coaching dynamo,
Tedd Church.

Tadd — alsio a middle schiool
teacher at Westwond Middle — s
Alyssa's father. Todd has been a
constant in Alyssa's soccer career
fram childhoed to college,

“My first experlence with soc-
cer was here in Ebyria. My dad
coached my GESA travel team
and he pretty much coached me
mry entire career, even club and
high school,” Alyssa sald. *Tt's conol

slty.

Before coming to Elyria, Alyssa
asslsted coaching in Strongsville
in 2018-1%. The Strongsville =am
made the state finals that year.

Alyssa came to Marthwoad
Middle School in the 2020-2021
school year, and she joined
Elyria’s socoer staff as an assistant
coach.

“T'mi s excited to keep bulding
on the connectons that I made
last year,” she sald. “Being In the
milddle schiools | see the girls
that are coming up and [ know
our players currenthy are excited

abaourt the players coming in, as
are we as a coaching staff.

“Arnything to grow on what
we did lasi season,” sald Alys=a,
*They are a fun group of girls;
great to talk to, thie best culhure
of a team that ['ve been a part of
s far”

Tadd 15 an Ebyria High graduate
who began his teaching career
with Hyria Schools in 2005, Todd
has assisted coaching the Elyria
Plomeers Boys Soccer Team and
served as head coach of the pro-
gram for one year.

The majarty of Tedd's coaching
was in Strongsville where he spent
17 sezgons as the head coach of
the Strongsville Girls Soccer team.
With Tedd at the helm, the team
eamed three state tiles and thres
state runner-ups.

Church conducted a skills camp

Alyssa Church Tedd Church
thi=s month for siidents in grades  at heeps:/ Thitlyf 3CEL a&f
fonr and up to intreduce themto . on Elyria Schiools Ploneer TV

thie sport. You canwatch the video  YouTubs.
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Crafts, eggs and the Easter Bunny!

Amy Higgins Fair has grown considerably over  noon Aprd 2. Easter Bunny and an Easter Egg dents will also be there to enter-
Communicetions disctor the six years since [ts Inception, Residents can make a day of Humnt | tentative] for children ages  tain guests during the event
The Elyria Special Qlympics displaying many hand-made and 1t by visiting the new schools 10 and under. The Easter Egg The Spring Craft and Vendor
Spring Craft and Vendor Fair is speclalized products and services  and campuses of Ely, Hamilton,  Hunt kicks off at 10:30 a.m. for Falr is a fundraiser for the Elyria

back! that can only be found together Morthwood, Eastern Helghts and — the ages toddler to three years, Special Olympics program. For
The fair will take place Satur- atavenue such as this Westwood, and capping off the 11:30 a.m. for children four to six more Information, contact Shar-
day, Aprd 2 at Elyria High School, This year's event colncides day at Ebyria High School with years old, and 12:530 p.m. for chil-  ron Goodslie, gocdsitesharrond
601 Middle Ave., 10 am. o3 pm.  with the community-wide new- the Spring Craft and Vendor Fair!  dren seven to 10 years ald. ebyriaschoals.org,
The Spring Craft and Vendor school open houses 9 a.m. to The Fair will also host the Some of Ehyrias fine aris stu- We hape ta see you therel

School days,
school days

On Saturday, March 12, Elyria Schools held a registration
drive at Ely Elementary School to enroll new preschool and
kindergarten students for the 2022-22 school year.

There is still to enroll! Children who will be ages 2 to 5 vears
old by Sept. 30 are eligible for preschool and kindergarten.
Flease visit wwnarelyriaschools.org to complete the online
enrallment process.

To enroll, parents must provide a photoidentification and
two proofs of residency, as well as their child’s birth certificate
and immunization records. Proof of custody is also required if
applicable.

To make an in-person appointment with the Central Regis-
traticon team, please call us at 284-82 20,

Be a Pioneer in the Elyria Schools!

.
P — o
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The Elyria High School Robotics Teama earned maors than 51 swarda thie year, including 13 Tournamsnt Champions, seven Excellencs fwards for the best overall
team and five Design Awards for documentation. Five teams from Elyria High School qualified for Worlds.

Domo arigato,

Angie Burgess
Robotics coach

Thie Warld Roboties Tour-
nament is the stage and Elyria
Schiools will ke there.

In May, six team s from the
Hyria Robotics program—mid-
dle and high schiool levels—wil
ravel to Texas to compete with
teamns from across the globs in
the 2022 VEX World Robotics
Compsetition in Dallas.

Oin Saturday, March 12, Hyma
Raobeotics compsted in the Ohio
State VEX Bobotics Competition
and clinched mulriple spois in
the world champlonship games
b0 come,

Here's a rundown of the
Waorld Championship qualifying
bearns:

Elyria Robotics Team 11124X
— The Butterfly Efect.

Teammates Mia Yates, Vicky
lones, Klos Keapp, laymie
Renmialds, Abbyong, and
Kirsten Young,

The Butterfly Effect earned

the "Buxcellence Aavard” at the
state champlonship as the
“bet overall robot in the state
of Ohio” with respect to “bauild,
ciodde, skdll, rankings, enginesr-
ing notebook and judged inter-
vlews”
Elyria Robotles Team 11124R
— T-Rex Push Ups.
Teammates: Ethan Poyes,
Mioah Hearn, Camden Burgess,
Tiffany Schuman, Arabella Tro-
all and Brooklynn Guidice 1L
T-Rex Push Ups earned won
“the Amaze Award” at the state
champlanship for™a team with
an amazing, well-rounded and
top performing robot,” accond -
Ing o judges
Elyria Robotics Team
11 124%W —Wonder.
Teammates: Owen Clarke,
DaVon Mies, Michasl Taylor
Elyria Robotics Team 11124P
— Prajact 25,
Teammates: Andresr Peacock,
Mathan Harding, Nadan Boddy,
Anthony Schmie

Ebyria Robatics Team 11124K
— The Emken.

Teammates: lason Lawson,
Myles Jefferson, Alex Puckway,
Ciresw Robersan, Dan Webster,
Crien Frice

Ebrria Robatics Team 42111
— Peas in a Podd

Teammates: Marlssa Peacock,
Emily Harding, Fyrah Boddy
and Brocke Dumanthier

Peas in a Pod won the “Amaze
Award”® at the Thio State
Championship for having a
“high-scoring, competitive, reli-
abde frobaer robiot with consis-
tently successil autonomaons
code,” sald the judge=

All told the Hyria Bobotics
Teams of Elyria Scheols enjered
thelr most successful year ever,
earning 67 aweards and sending
sbp of 10 teams o the World
Championship match in May,
Congratlations ta the students
and to coaches Mike West,
Angle Burgess and Cralg Cord-
man. ¥Well done!

Mr. Roboto

vEx 1a

0Ok L E RN SR

o

ELYFLA ACBOTICS
The Elyria Middle Schook of Weatwood, Easterm Heighta and Morthwood
sarnsd 14 swardsa this vear, including one Tournament Champion, five

Excalkencs Awards and ane Deaign Aswvard. Picturad is the middle schoal
team of Peas in a Pod, which qualified for Worlda.
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'h’E: Rozbynin, Eastsrn th‘ta Elarnertary,

grade four,
RIGHT: Chamille, Hamilton Elemertary, grade

thraa,

FAR RIGHT: Gakriella, Westwood Elemsntary,
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Youth Art Month on display
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ABOVE: Tyler, Elyria High Schoal, grade 12. AR s
UFPER RIGHT: Gracelynn, Basterm Heights Elementary, grade three. oy Py SR 'I:* L
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Celebrating successes of Elyria graduates

Amvy Higgins
Communicetions dirsctor

Where are they and what are
thery dodng now? This was the
premise of avideo collection cre-
ated by Eberia High School alumni,
Fobert Fenn.

Fenn wioie and produced the
videos far Black History Month.
Each video tells the stary of a grad-
uate of Elyria High School or Elyria
West High Schiool,

*IRobert Fennj had the idea of
putdng together a video montage
of former graduates We (Ebyria

High Schoolj usually do a Febmary

celebradon but becavss of COVID,
wie declded to feature these videos
as our Black Histary Manth contrl-
bution,” Ebyria High School Home
Liateon Troy Hill said.

Elyria High School already had
the perfect platform for Fenn's
videos through a news show that
the current students use each day

Learning

from leaders

The city of Elyria and Elyria Towsnship first responders are regular
visitors to the Elria Schools, and they are the best guests, Officers
from the Elyria Police Department enjoy a daily presence at our
campus sites as school resource officers and the Lorain County
Shenff's Office regularly visits to teach the DARE program in mid-

dle schioal.

On this day, the Elyria Fire Department visited Eastern Heights
Elementary School. Chief loe Pronesti talked with third-grade stu-
dents about the role of fire chief, and Elyria firefighters came with

a fire engine for students to see and touch.

Thank you to our first responders. We appreciate your hard work

and service,

v el f:'. _' . - P
Fa
1 -Fr

to deliver the morning announce-
Mmenis,

"When he contacted us we
weren't really sure what the plat-
form wouldd be orwhat itwold
Laak: lke and then Troy and 1
decided that marning annournice-
ments wold be good,” Counselor
Betsy Tramp said.

"Riobsrt really toak: the relns of
cantacing the people to make the
videos,” Trump =sald. “Each person
that created aviden was contacted

by Fobert and he asked them o
gay certain things ataout them-
sebves a0 there s continulty to the
videos, and each person that made
avideo addressed what year they
graduvated and what career field
they are in.”

Hill zaid the indbdduals who are
featured in the videos come from
all walks of Life.

“Some are in music productdon,
medical fiel ds, working for the
government; 1ts a wide range,” he

sald. “lt was nice to see the enthu-
slasm that everyone exhibited.”

1 think students noticed it too”
Hill =aid. “T've been in classrooms
when these (videos) are on and
you can see them perk up When
we watch therm we feel it too,
like. .. we've gob a little more energy

Yo'l find more about this pro-
gram at herps: i wwnconn be,
cormuwatchfv=4drwnd o on
Elyria Schools PlomeerTV YouTibe,
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Smllmg faces, new spaces

Classrcoms at Ely Elementary School wers celkbrating 100 days of achoaol jabove) and the 27222 ancmaly
of Fabruary 2, 2022 below).
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Students shine in musical showcase
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The Eastern Heights Drama CGlub hosted a cabarst featuring music, dance and theater in January. The group
takes the stags again in Marchwith a dramatic performancs of 'The Giver.’
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Coming soon to a theater near you

appoint

In March, students from the
alementary, middle and high
gchool will take the stage with
volces and Instruments. Find the

Ehmmmmrguﬂnna director

Niow through the end of the

school year, the Ebyria Performing
Arts Canter at Ehyria High School

is the place to be. full echedule of concerts on the
The full-service theater is home  calendar at www.elyriaschools.

to dozenis and dozens of arches- Org.

ira, band and choir concerts In April, the theater will show-

all year long and the program case & classic story, “The Wizard

selection this spring will not dis- of Oz,” performed by the Ehrria

High School Dirama De partment.
Performances will be held April

B8-10, and Hekets can be puar-
chased ai www. elyriaschools.org,

through the Performing Arts Cen-

ter section.

May is chock-fiall of activi-
tles, as well, including vocal and
Instrumental concerts at the ele-
mentary, middle and high school
lewvels. Find the schedule on the

district's webslbe.

Middle school students from
Eastern Helghts, Westwood and
HNorthwood will shine brightly in
three separate productions this
spring.

Eastern Helghts Middle School
Dirama Club will perfiorm “The
Giver," March 30 and 31 at St.
Andrenws Chnreh, 300 Third Aere.
Tickets are $5.

Westwood Middle School
Dirama Clab will parform a mmsic
renue-style show in May. Date and
location tobe determined.

Mot twwood Middle School
Dirama Club will perform “Annie
Ir,” May 6, 7 pum. at Elyria Per-

Arts Center, Tickets are 7.

Stay tuned to PloneerTV on

YouTube for highlights and fiall

shiow performances.

Welcome to your
new schools

The Elyria City School District has opened five new school sites since
302 Hy Elementary 2chool (K-4), Eastern Helghts Campus (E-8), Hamilton
Eementary (F¥-4), Northwood Campus (E-8) and Westwood Campus (E-8).

On Saturday, April 2, these schools will be open for public tours from
8 a.m. until noon. Read more about this on Page 1.

Plctured at right is the main dining area of Ely Elementary School. The
colored paths along the floors designate specific grade levels. This s a
consistent feature off all new school sites

Plctured inthe botiom right is the grand gathering stalr of Morthwood
CAaImpE
The gathering stalrcase is a common &l ement o all of the middle
schiool wings of the campus schoals. Smdemnts are able to use the wide
carpeied stair steps as a seating area. The stairs have bullt-in charging sta-
tlons for siadents’ Chromebooks, as well. Teachers also are able to use the
space for classes and study halls

Resldents are lmdted to see these spaces and so much more at 9 a.m. to
noon April 2 at the community-wide open houses Pefreshments and fun
acthdties are planned at each site. Hope o see youl!

— i
—

N -_Hﬂ.HllIIl!:L 1215 MIDDLE
- NORTHWOOD, 570 N. ABBE
'I’I’IESTIIIJU 42350 ADELBERT
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Wwe’re rnlli.n|_:| out
the welcome mat!

PLEASE JOIN USI COMMUNITY-WIDE

OPEN HOUSE EVENT:
APRIL 2,9 A.M TO NOON




